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This Census Bureau map depicts the locations of Native Americans in the United States as of 2000.

In 1975 the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act was passed,
marking the culmination of 15 years of policy changes. Related to Indian activism,
the Civil Rights Movement and community development aspects of social programs
of the 1960s, the Act recognized the need of Native Americans for self-determination.
It marked the U.S. government's turn away from the policy of termination; the U.S.
government encouraged Native Americans' efforts at self government and
determining their futures.

There are 562 federally recognized tribal governments in the United States. These
tribes possess the right to form their own government, to enforce laws (both civil and
criminal), to tax, to establish requirements for membership, to license and regulate
activities, to zone and to exclude persons from tribal territories.

Many Native Americans and advocates of Native American rights point out that the
US Federal government's claim to recognize the "sovereignty" of Native American
peoples falls short, given that the US still wishes to govern Native American peoples
and treat them as subject to US law. True respect for Native American sovereignty,
according to such advocates, would require the United States federal government to
deal with Native American peoples in the same manner as any other sovereign nation,
handling matters related to relations with Native Americans through the Secretary of
State, rather than the Bureau of Indian Affairs .

Representatives of the Lakota tribe don’t want to be citizens of the USA. ‘We are not
citizens of The USA any more”, said Russell Minns, a fighter for the rights of Native

Americans, to the Bolivian delegation on the 20" of December. “We want to be free

and independent.’ The tribe began their fight for independence in 1974.

Through the whole history of mankind people moved from place to place. They
fought those people who came there before them. It happened two thousand years ago
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